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Background
The Show Me Energy Cooperative is a cellulosic biofuels facility which is located in
Show Me Energy
Centerview, Missouri. In 2007 this cooperative was formed by a collaboration of farmers.
Cooperative
102 SW 58 Hwy
This cooperative is still owned and operated by about 600 farmers. This producer owned
P.O. Box 177
cooperative is currently a non-for-profit organization.
Centerview, MO
Show Me Energy, whose farmers’ land spans across thirty-eight counties, has built
64019
relations
with the University of Missouri: Colombia, University of Missouri: Ralah, the
http://www.goshow
meenergy.com/
State of Missouri: Department of Agriculture, the State of Missouri: Department of
Natural Resources, and the United States Department of Agriculture. These relationships
have been vital to ensuring the success of the cooperative.

Driving Forces
Since Show Me Energy is owned and operated by farmers, they function in the interest of the farmer. Operating in
the interest of the farmer happens in many different ways at Show Me. Show Me has helped farmers to begin
growing biomass or harvesting their crop residue. Show Me believes that the farmer can help to transform the
United States into a productive biomass economy. As well as giving the farmer help, they have worked hard to
keep farmers knowledgeable of the energy market in the United States. They have done this by keeping the
farmer informed of business, economic, political, and social change within the energy market.
Show Me Energy desired to create a model that was innovative, created jobs, and sparked economic
growth. The model they created was innovative because it was one of the first facilities of its kind in the nation.
Show Me felt that the repeatability of the model would naturally lead to job creation. That job creation, along
with the increased profits in a local area has led to economic growth. In order to make sure this model was
repeatable Show Me had to establish conditions that were suitable for local energy development. This was done
by helping the farmers being to produce biomass.
National Wildlife
Show Me got the National Wildlife Federation’s support due to the fact that they
Federation
chose crops that have positive environmental benefits. Environmental organizations such
11100 Wildlife Center
Dr.
as the NWF have chosen to support the project due to the fact that it serves as a wildlife
Reston, VA 20190
habitat and helps to conserve soil.
http://www.nwf.org/

Economics
While they in the early stages of development, Show Me created a program called “Plant Baby Plant.” With this
program, farmers associated with the cooperative elected to put marginal land up for energy grass planting. The
“Plant Baby Plant” program was popular enough that 20,000 acres were signed up in seven weeks. Show Me
Energy’s “Plant Baby Plant” and the construction/production in their facility has caused farmers income per acre
to increase because their marginal land has become more profitable. This increase in profitability has caused the
surrounding community economies to grow and has created many green collar jobs. The creation and operation of
the Show Me Energy Cooperative facility alone has created twenty-one jobs. This increased profitability on
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marginal lands has also been influenced by Missouri’s low land rents. It is important to note, that because the
project is highly focused on growing on marginal land, which row crops do not grow well on, it does not offset
food stock for animals or humans. While Show Me may have started on a small scale they were one of the first
organizations to receive a Biomass Crop Assistance Program grant. This grant helped the project to substantially
grow in size.
The process works with the farmers selling their bales in bulk to the facility. Show Me Energy
Cooperative makes the pellets, and then sells them in bulk to utility plants and businesses. This bulk sale allows
the organization to make a larger profit. While Show Me sells in bulk to a wide range of entities, they also receive
in bulk for a wide range of farmers. The bulk purchasing of crop allows Show Me to maximize economies of
scale. When Show Me maximizes their economies of scale, they ensure that they can maintain non-for-profit
status. Their non-for-profit status means that Show Me can insure that they will always be operating in the interest
of the farmer.
Being a non-for-profit, Show Me decided to write the grant proposal in house.
USDA – Farm Service
This
choice
saved them from paying money to hire a grant writer. Show Me was
Agency
awarded
a
grant
from the USDA – Farm Service Agency. This grant consists of fifteen
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FS
A/webapp?area=home&subj
million dollars to help producers who converted row cropland into energy cropland.
ect=ener&topic=bcap
The selected farmers are eligible for up to a seventy-five percent reimbursement of the
Missouri Agriculture
cost it takes to start biomass crops as well as yearly payments for up to five years.
and Small Business
Show Me Energy has stated that designating their BCAP grant has helped them to
Authority
achieve goals. Show Me has also been awarded a one hundred and twenty-five
1616 Missouri Boulevard
thousand dollar grant from the Missouri Agriculture and Small Business Authority.
Jefferson City, MI 65102
http://mda.mo.gov/
This grant funding was used to help pay for the biomass densification plant.

Production and Utilization
The Show Me Grass Energy Cooperative’s farmers are planting crops from September 2011
BCAP Seed LLC
to June 2012. In this time span they are planting a mixture Big Bluestem, Switchgrass,
http://bcapseed.c
om/5001.html
Indian Grass, and Forbes. This polyculture mix, which is from BCAP Seed LLC, will grow
until after the first killing freeze, when it will be harvested. Once the grass is harvested and
delivered to the cooperative facility, it is converted into
pellets, and in some cases, made into butanol.
In order test pellets for electricity production,
Show Me Energy tested a 29,000 ton batch of pellets at
Kansas City Power and Light. It took Show Me awhile to
develop the pellet formula used in the pellets burned in
this test run, but the time spent on the formula was worth
it. The pellet formula has even been recognized by the USDA as an
The Show Me Energy Cooperative facility
advanced biofuel.
The pellet formula, which was developed in house at Show Me, took several years to complete. Show Me
has developed a system where several different storage buildings hold the pellet material. It has been stated that
Show Me uses a mix of crop residues such as grass hay, corn stalks, milo, soybean stubble, wheat straw, oat
straw, seed tailings, saw dust, paper fluff, and coffee grounds in their pellets. The correct proportions of this mix
is combined with hay before it is sent through a grinder then densified to make the pellets. One ton of these
densified pellets can produce the equivalent energy of one hundred and ninety gallons of propane heat output.
Show Me receives hay in the form of monocultures and polyculture. Show Me runs this facility on one hundred
percent electricity and generates no direct emissions or toxic waste due to this.
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